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This book is intended to provide the student of
modern Mandarin Chinese (Pulonghua) with ace
vocabulary, idioms and slang that have never b
taught in the classroom and would rarely hEIIHl‘-F
respectable literature, but have |'|IgI'I usage in every-
day informal speech. Books such as this exist in all :
other major languages — we hope this fills the gap for
Chinese. We hope not to put off those readers whe
are offended by vulgarities or obscenities in Chinese
or in English, but feel it is important to recognize
these terms when hearing them spoken in China. We
would caution against using them except in Slhl.ﬂi_.
where appropriate.

Similarly, those discussions on sex, drugs, br
People and other risky ventures is in no way :Lrl.tmdlﬂ

S

ekt R i encourage such activities. Indeed, recognition of
b fat ; 2 terms involved in these activities may be pre a

against misunderstandings and s.uhuqunt

involvement. For example, if a woman on th

offers to fix a man’s pants (see Chapter 6), &

not be a seamstress! il
We have chosen to use many English

in translating the Chineu terms i

strate their shock ".mhu

consider approp

they would in ¥

it
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~EOUS CHINESE

0 7* shouted Mr. Bad I'ro-
 set all the students there laughing

0]
L

d out that on account of his difficulty with
O mispronounced the word for “pen”
a 'ﬂ:jdn; it correctly in the third mnE, he
sé first tone. Pronounced in the first tone, bf is
ng term for a vagina, the equivalent of the
'puny" or "cunt”. 5o his sentence

g's wrong with my pussy. May |

LI

from the United States. She had been
for two years in Talwan and two
Language Institute before she was
m:dihr bya foreign language
ing. She and I worked in the same
to me in Chinese whenever there
asked me in Chinese, “Do you

“at 5?."*.1" do you mean?" |

Dangerous Chinese ————

an a piece of paper. “No,” | said at once. She
“helieve in religion” ( {§ ¥ xin jido)with “sexual
intercourse” (¥t % xing pito). (Pay attention to the bwo
different tone marks of jiio # and fillo 2£.)

o R

There are a lot of similar stories involving the
misuse of the four tones. Once an American mission-
ary was praying in a church in China. He meant to
say, :

“Oh Lord, we love you!”

LA (A

Zhii a, wdmen at ni!

The people praying along with him could hud]r
refrain from laughing, because he pronounced the
word for God (F zhid) in the wrong tone, maldn.:l:

“pig"” (3§ zhii. Lo
| hope you will remember these stories il'll .

pay attention to the four tones, and avoid e
ment.

Bian Fan

Bidn fiin means “simple home-style ml-" in

“Please come o my home for a simple
i T — A g
Ofng nf dito s jil ninml- H-pu. Ry

But once one of



: CHINESE Dangerous Chinese

teriously or starts Imnghmg, because ji ba (15 I ) _j_
the same prnnunc:atmn as jika (1% [2 ), which h

are in the habit of ending their slang word for “penis” in Chinese, the equival

s “cock” or “dick” in English. If the guest is a ﬂ;l.'l'l
nces with b (fC). For instance, son who likes to crack jokes, he would say,

combinations of characters

I don't eat cock. 1 only eat chicken.”
TE AN | I8 HE T,
W& bit chi jTha. Wa zhi chi ji.
When you need to say something about a TV sek
_ (LPLHL didnshi i), transistor radio ({41 show yin
g i i), tape recorder (A FFHL i yin 0, or anything Hﬂ. 3.
. Slarted. the sound of i at the end, try to avoid using ba after it

o W

rof the usage of the character ba is very
" ng Chinese. But you must be very

‘_:. word hm{lﬂd b}" characters with E“E‘S-‘i whio the receiver is. If the receiver hapt . _.'..
ic ﬂ ﬁ or wring. .

When the Chinese get a phone call, they ki

b ed Wing (F ), they would often
8 1. Most of the time when they - bl i . ng (:£), they w

I:Hﬂm served. Balde N You are Xiao (Lao) Wang, aren’t you?
eminds Ihli;uest to ht::n h?mhlm ks (E)ER?
r i hmm“r to the N7 shi xido (lio) wdng ba?
' ally EW& S0 This should be avoided, because wding bi
 eat som which is pronounced the same as uxing b
o sentence, literally means hll:lhh “himn
to indicate a cuckolded husband, for
believe that female lnrﬂ- aTe |

I




IOUS CHINESE ———

i and mdi ) are so confusing in mean-
ciston, even native Chinese speakers

..... bagtery of the dlfferrn:;un
dangerous situations, especially when you

.!]!-nlh ﬁwpl:rﬂmugh alike and
ame romanization, but with different tones.

o have difficulty distinguishing mi from mi. [ didn't
chw hich in writing. My Chinese teacher gave me
way o discern the difference, which | hope will be

n. What he said was:

) 8 buy, because you don’t have anything on the top,
_'J;"’-. ity mdi () is sell, because you have some-
op, and you can sell it
et

opping for meat in the Chinese free
suld not bargain using the follow- -

alt in a quarrel.

ch an - often used by Chinese them-

Dangerous Chinese

human flesh. The above statements sound very offen=>
sive to some meat vendors. If they happen to have
very bad sales that day and are in a bad mood, they
might retort,

“It is your damned mother's flesh that is expen-

sive!”

i/ B3 4 A Bt s |

NT t& mi de rou cdi gui nel * j
oar

“It is your damned mother’s flesh that is cheap!™

VA 06 P A fE TR |

NI b8 ma de row cdi pidnyi ne!

[f the buyer fights back in stronger words, a quar-
rel or even a fist fight may result. If this happens to
you, the best strategy is to say sorry to the vendorand
then tell him or her that what you really meant to say
is “the meat you are selling ({F 3£/ ni mdi de roukis
cheap.”

*Far Ibhe usage of fa ma de, pleass see Chapler 4.

An American diplomat was taking a language
wanted to compliment the female Chinese examir
pretty handbag. He said: _

“Your foreskin is really prettyl™

PR Er) A MCAFAR )

NT de bops zhin hdo kin!

What he should have said, of course was
R B 1 R
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— Dangerous Chinese

Foreigners who choose to have surnames like Zhi
in Chinese (4 ). Niii (4F), or Md () should be careful in selecting

name, it is best to consult a personal names. 5 I
. I"..'HIIHI 4 language Zhii has the same pronunciation as “pig" ‘
e s ar:Ed Cg]u- Chinese. So don’t name yourself Zhi Wéi (U {) or :
g ey bo find 2. g:.'ru Xin (% () because Zhii Wéi is homonymous with
have “pig's tail”, and Zhi Xin, “pig's heart”.
1 R e . Don’t name yourself Niti Wéi (- {f) or Niii Fén

a lot of Chinese whose sur-

ﬁ}m named Ydang Wi (1 {1i ). As far

 are literally hundreds of thousands of

Ihtnam! The reason their parents give

2 is that they want their children to

: ﬂ meaning “great” in Chinese). But

e that Yiing Wéi (15 {1 ) is just hom-

. ._;;T sual impotence (] # ) in Chinese.
r-n me a joke. Every time a teacher

intmmeh called, both the
ggle and try their best o
Ivul.'l'l:ar marriage, the wife’
hrhl.ubund s name, and say,

(F {it), because niti means ox in Chinese; N 'Wi.': is

homonymaous with ox tail and Nid Fén , ox excretions.
So the best way to get a good Chinese name is to

ask a literate Chinese friend to choose one for you.

What's in a Name?

1. An American by the name of Silver was
Leren. But this sounds like sf le rén, meaning “a pe
died.”

2. An American by the name of Valenzuela
mnudlhnﬁlh.m-nﬂlli-ﬂllﬁ. r
annoying”,
lhmlglh-
| Wei Teng. But th

D <

'w-._ L e



RAGEOUS CHINESE

ng on a hairstyle

! has a haircut or a new hairstyle,
s or friends like to make some comments
more often than not, ask about the price.

F el

" 18 your head? Where did you get it?

R LI ? T
bl dud shifo gidn? Zai mir IF de? Li de bii cué

head is pretty. What's the price?”
R, &40
i I pidoliang. Dudshilo qidn ?

night not realize that this is not the

omment on a hairstyle, because a lot

at way. Even so, some people still

t the price of their head.

_ ake as “how much is your
¥ want to comment on a hair-

g phrases might be helpiul.

Fal i
SOt il e B
R i 3

Dangerous Chinese ———

It is a nice haircut. How much did it cost?
L RMINREE. T E AR
Toufa Il de hén hio. Hud le dudshdo qidn?
You look better after a haircut.
FRER AL B IRIR N,
NT lifd hon xidn de hén jingshen.
Your hair looks like it has been bitten by a dog.
(Your hair is very badly cut.)
P11 3 A2 B8 4o Sl i1 et i,

Nide téufa Ii de xidng gdu kén guo shi de.

6. Importance of correct pronunciation

A lot of people have difficulty pronouncing the
numbers 7, 8 correctly in a telephone number. The F
pronounce 7, 8 not g7 bit but ji b, which is theslang
word for “penis”. B

Once an American friend of mine left a me e
on the answering machine when I was in China.

Please call me back. My phone number is 77
7B78.

iR TP FRARL T A 0 2 T

B

Qing géi wd hut didnhud. Wa de did
JT b T b ji b (778-7878).

Of course, I knew pretty well what he 1




il_- F

i

uring a beauty pageant in Hong Kong,

one of the contestants what kind of

; ghe hﬂ She answered in Shanghai-

in with great confidence,
and above-board, without any pubic

"r AHE.

=

ﬂ;:ﬂﬂg da, ménydu yin mio.

anghai people told me that it was a
lH,l: she let them down. What the contes-
t to say was that she “never plots

.{ﬂﬂ' A ¥ ménydu yinmdn). But

 China often pronounce yin mdu
¥) yin muio ] & (pubic hair) in their
' beautiful and is now a well-known
time | see her on screen, her “no
sion just spontaneously comes to

- K -

'hfthdrﬂmtﬁ{m
o ___,,. ﬂulrlmm.

Chapter 2
WIAT DO I CALL YOU?

1. What do I call you?

Americans, men and women, old and young, like
to be called by their first name. With the Chinese, the
form of address is much more complicated. It will
definitely be deemed disrespectful if a young person
calls an old person by his or her first name. So the
following points are worthy of notice.

(1) Men and women more or less the same age call
each other either by their full name, nickname, or
surname preceded by “old” (£ [0 ) or “little™ (4
xido ) according to their age. They seldom call each
other by their first name. The first names are usually
used by family members, relatives or sometimes by
friends. If you call somebody by his or her first name,
whom you don't know very well, people will think
you are trying to be intimate. . i

(2) Chinese names consist of either lluu ar
ters or two characters. When you need to call so
body who has a two-character name, you alws
should call them by their full name or s
ceded by “old” (& b ) or “little”
should never be called by the

g - L ".




GEOUS CHINESE

call the old by their surnames
‘f uncle (4142 shiishy or {318 bobo), aunt
yi), grandpa (53 yéye) or grandmother
efingi) on non-business occasions, or surnames
Ipr"dd*' {(:E lio ) or followed by “Mr.”
_.,, ¢) on formal or business occasions. For
ple Emdﬂ person is named Wang Zheng, and
the age of your parents, you should call
cle Wang (E#18 wing bibo or T L4
) on casual occasions, and old Wang
o tding) or Mr. Wang (£ % E wing
ng, mhuinem occasions. Never call the old
TAme,
stimes highly respected old people are
mnmeﬁ:llmwd by “old” (& Ido) to
m, such as BEE chén ldo, i.e., Venerable

'J

nts at all levels usually call each other by
. Two-character first names are some-
m Teachers are not sup-
hjr their first name, and
eiing often greet each other
&E menr), even when

What Do 1 Call You?

2. Greetings

L]

When people who know each other meet, they
often exchange “Hellos!” ({:4F ! NT k! ). In most
parts of China people are not used to greeting each
other good morning, good afterncon or good evening.
They seem to use nl hio all the time. In many places
people greet each other “morning™ (5L 2o ) in the
morning, meaning exactly the same as “good morn-
ing” in English. It is okay if you say good afternoon
(FI-4F xidwu hio) to an acquaintance, but it doesn't
sound like authentic Chinese.

The exchange of “ni hio” is usually followed by
“Hawve you had your meal?™

(PRl 7052

{NT) chi gud le ma?

Often in Chinese history people struggled Elh'
enough food to eat, and they had to spend most o
their time thinking about how and where they o
find food for the next meal. This is probably he
kind of greeting came into being. If you happ
asked if you've had your meal, don’t take it as a
invitation to dinner. Just regard it as a G sual

Sometimes “ni hio” is En]l;uwid by

"Where are }ruu [ gt
Qit ndr? or Gin niqﬂ

"

R



LS CHINESE ——————

king around aimlessly (blindly),” or "1
,"!,“I, II. m.-_

fa. (Xid means “blindly”.)

the following dialog which takes place
t will be very useful to you. All the sen-
, 'f are very colloquial and idiomatic.

ng time no see. How are you doing?
RART . WAVELH?

o jiil bui jiin le. Hin de z8nme ying?

n hanging out. You've got a rosy com-
ren’t you a little bit fatter?

LA . RARRIFILT

NI qi sé bui cud. Shi bii shi pang didnr le?

ble. I have not been that busy
in g to do but eat and sleep.
‘:Z:_;,' . ET‘ " E!‘T nE...
zénme ming. Chi le shui,

What Do 1 Call You?

A: Take it easy. Don't work too hard, or your
health will be ruined.

i L. DIRET BF,

Yau zhe didnr. Bié 180 hudi le shénzi,

B: That would never happen. Thank you for your
CONCErn.

{2221y L I ER0Y S, |

Rii hii de. Xiéxie ni de guiinxin.

3. Asking about age

'eople in China, except for some of the women in
their 30s, don't feel offended or unhappy when asked
about their age. Usually they will tell you howold
they are. There are some tactful ways to find outa =
woman'’s age even if she doesn’t want to tell the truth.
Just guess her age by deducting five to ten years from
the age that you really think she is and she will be
very, very happy. Before she realizes it, she would
respond by saying something like :

Do [ really look so young?
TRy S TR ASE WG ? 3l
WG zhén de xidn de ndme nidgnqing ma?
This answer gives her away — she must |
the age you guessed! i
For different aged

N - T



§ CHINESE What Da 1 Call You?

Mever use ni Ji sed® (4 JLY 70 to ask about an ald
person’s age, because “ JL™ G is used when asking

aboul numbers uncler 10,

v | ¥o ine?
d are you? UFS OF m

P are asked a question with “you" (#f uf), the answer ordinarily
ged, the question should be put like | will be with “T" (¢ wd), not with "you® (1§ ail.

VO MHE JE,E? During a Chinese language examination over which | once
o 9 presided, the female Chinese examiner asked the pregnant

‘ female American examinege about her babay:

di sui shil le?

: “[30 you want to feed it mather's milk or cow's milkr™
| think, to ask a person any age is fi 0 i ) A B - 4

rea; *ll'ﬂ'!'jl'ml born? MNT yito teags 18 i st M sl mind mala?

..-"_* e Be careful always to get your pronunciation straight. If you
5

4 When the examinee didn't understand mid ndi, the examiner
‘shing rephrased her question:

“[a you want to feed her your milk or cow’s milk?™
fr SRR PRy W iE R F N9 RA T
i o utd i ol de iifi hdi shi avin de ndi?

To which the examinee responded without missing a baat:

Oy, 1 wank to feed her your milk.™ .
W, JU RS Nk R b,
W i st £ i e andli.

culation yourself and
om is, as some of the




z in Chinese to someone in China,
[ﬁlﬂ! gin @i de) in the salutation,
d make the addressee very uneasy
& might think you are weird and strange,
over intimate. Just use the surname

r. (% xiinsheng), Ms. (% niishi) or

pjie), or “old” (£ lio ) followed by the
ien the addressee is older than you and
io ) when the addressee is younger.
T MWI'ID you think is highly
iuuldndd “Respectable” (% &} [

: guage, “Dear” GERM qin di de)

T Iwu:l ones such as parents and
s and wives.

. be __h'l.ue qgin di de (=B M) on
’hl&l :

siness reports or letters to your
ET position than you, you
M ziinjing de ) or
y ._:ﬂ_: H ""Dﬂl:‘"

What Do I Call You?

When a man needs to speak i.'h-nut hul m&,hcl:mlkl

her in the following ways:

gizi F (Used on all occasions.)

Mopo ¥8 (Used on formal occasions.) ) el el
diren % ). (Mostly used in Mainland China on all oce _' 5
tiitai XX (Used on all oceasions.) . A
xifur 1213 ). (Mostly used in Morth China. Enllnqdll.}

néiren A (Mostly used by older generation in
China. Sounds old-fashioned.)

xidn néi zhit FEHED (Complimentary way to call one's wile)
Jid [T eéi odi B HLBE(Y (Colloguial.)

hdizi 18 mi 3T (&8} (Child's or children's mother) .
(Coloquial. Mostly used in northem n:l:ﬂ

ritiren A {(Mostly used in the countryside.)

A woman calls her husband my:

thingfu ¥2&% (Used on all occasions.)

lo giing 44+ (Colloquial. Mastly used in South China.
xilnsheng % (Used on all occasions.) o

diren B A (Mostly gsed in Mlinlnndf:hhmﬂ

hdizi 12 ba JF&# (Child’s or children's father) (C "
Mﬂﬂl}ru:dhlwthll

ndnren § A, (Mostly used in the countryside.)
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Chapter 3
LOVE AND SEX

1. Inexpressible love

Cme of my best American friends once told me
that when he was studying Chinese, he was
say "I hotly love you” (IRLE4E W& ré & nl) to ex-
press hot love for someone. Actually the Chinese .

never use “hotly love” (% ré 4i) to show personal
love. Instead, they say,

| love you very much.

AR R & R
W fEichid ng di nf.

My love for you is burning hot.
LEZIrEBEIN.
WG di ni di de fi tng. p
i ré ai (literally meaning “to hotly love™)is
only used on an idolized object. You can say “hotly
love motherland” (42418 ré i igud) or

love one’s career” (88§ ﬂirﬁﬂ
Cultural Revolution, the
rage, and all the people had to say
man Mao” (ARBEF I ré i mio

- k .::-":-



:0US CHINESE Love and Sex

- in whole lifetime together. As far as | Everything of mine belongs to you.
ny lovers only say “1love you” when they JEM — tn e R i,
& ' ddle of a extremely passionate kiss or at Wa de yigié dou shi ni de.
nt of reaching an orgasm. But when they My heart has been given to you.

each other, they present a nt a totally different T L EL 24 T 46,

re, full of words of love and other endearments. W de xin yi jidio géi le nf.

’1_ Mu],r “I love you”, there are many other

ta show love for each other, such as a smile, a
' :-, sending a meaningful gift, etc. There are also 2. Sexual terminology
And mjrg to express loving feelings. Here

There are a hundred and one ways to say “have
nfynu from morning till night. sex” in Chinese, But it proves very hard for non-
‘Eﬂfﬁ native Chinese speakers, even for some native s
o ddo wéin dou zdi xidng nl. ers, to say it to the right person at the right timeh .
' yuuuﬂ’my mind. right place.
L Eﬁ. Suppose you go to a hospital and the doctor needs
Ll to know about your sex life for some reason. He
should ask very indirectly, A

Were you with your wife (husband) last ¢
MR PR R AR i) E— BN ?
night. I dreamed of being with Zud wiin ni hé ni tiitai (xianshéng) zdi yi A
£ mltnmllnld]]nve He might be more specific,
gt p Did the thi n between you |
= . RikirE, aE Wm‘“%m.fpe :-a.-.-
néng jidn ni wd zai Zud wiin nﬁnmyﬂudd-?

I‘Jidyuudnﬂu
lmm T "f"*

‘_|.




- u'lIHEﬁE

GEC

I.""l  the same room (bed) last I'I'I.ght?
15 () T2

sfmen bing fing (chudng) le ma?

jou have intercourse last night?”

. ] .: ¥ Tq?

wdn nlmen xing jido le ma?

nd very out of place and embarrass you.

<550

ywing lists are given to show when,
nd hie to say “sexual intercourse.”

: listed below are mostly used in written

tercourse: 1574 xingjido

of happiness: %3 jido huin
o i

n of sexes: X £ jido hé :
: % xing ai 5
din: T yin yii

s

UL S8X1E0
&

love in

et

intercourse, please put on a condom.

Chinese, the equivalent of “screw” ar
~ English. It sounds very vulgar an

Love and Sex ——————

(2) The following four terms may be used both in
written and spoken Chinese:

house thing (thing done inside the house):
W fing shi
£0 to bed (with): £ shang chudng
sleep (with): [§4E shuijido
make love: W& or #5 % zud Ai or zdo 4i
Examples:

When I pushed the door open, they were caught
making love.

FEHEFFUI0E , N EfE S,

W3 tuf kiti mén shi, timen zhéng zai zud ai.

Women shouldn’t have sex when they are having
their period.

L A KRR, 7R A 5 0, |
Nilrén Idi Ii jid shi; bil ying ydu fing shi.

(3) Gan (F) is a colloquial word for “make love” or
“do it” in Chinese. For example, you could ask a k
person,

“Have you ever mada love?”
PR aang 2
Nimen gin gud ma?



. r arms
zhén xiding i zdi nl de hudi 1T
¥ "HMEeNCeC mE!
BT () T
mr b wd ting (ndng) chuan le.
' tic! How about one more Hme?
R — [ (%),
le. W& hdi xifing ldi yi hui (ci).

L
Sl

uars is really formidable, as hard as

:f'-,#'.'
P
g Hié yi ying.

'Ehlnese men like

pmm and to show off
f. Done with love making,

ol

'I
= |
;{‘.

Fates

5 | made just

ample, they would say, f

Love and Sex
Actually I could have gone longer, but [ was afraid

[ might hurt you.

HERA LT —= LB RHEERT,

Q0 shi wd kéyl zdi gin yi huir, dan wd pd nf shoy bi
liido.

[f the man comes too fast or efaculatés prema-
turely, in most cases his partner just keeps quiet.
Sometimes she may say comforting words like,

“That's all right.”

Meér guinxi.

But some women do show their dissatisfaction. They E
might say,
“"How come you do it so fast? Really boring!”

BAXAh? !

Zénme zhéme kudi? Zhén méi jin!

When they are having their
say “bad luck” ({8 dio mé) or
{Hmlijmlnmdnf"nmlrumm'ml i

ﬂmhﬂghdm—u-ﬁ:hﬁ;" 00
REHBT. *‘
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words and sentences that might be used
female encounters are as follows:
m: B bi yiin o
3t on a condom. | don’t want to be knocked up.

WA EIERE T 7 X,
M shing bi yiin tdo. WO ke bii xidng bi diizi nong

ptus: {£5-04 88 (7 wii shé jing
: BTG bi yin yio
L shing hudn
in: Please Ilg; me to put on a condom first.
g wd xidn ddi shing bi yin tio.
n: Unnecessary. | have an IUD.
MT
:Hng hudn le.
“Il B bi yin gongjit,

Love and Sex

vagina: (il yinddo

clitoris: [H# yindi

love button (the slang word for “clitoris” in Chi-
nese): B30 ai kdu

pubic hair: (A& yinmdo

breasts: FLB rilfing

tits: Wi ndizi (the slang word for “breasis” in
Chinese, it sounds vulgar.)

tits: WM mimi (the slang word for “breasts” in
Chinese, it sounds childish and funny.)

nipples: ¥k nditdu

penis: (2% yinjing (medical term)

penis, dick, cock: 178 WE  EZ H jijE jiba,

Iido ér, gidng (All are the slang words for *p ‘
in Chinese.) I

toy: B & L wdnyir (the slang word for eit
female or male genitals)

little brother: /h 433 xido didi (the Iq
for “penis” in Chinese, it seems I
used by women) . :

testicles: $ L, glounin (mdlnl

balls: i, MEE dan, [0
“testicles” in Chinese)

buttocks: R pigu

g




(vulgar term for “anus”)

ce, hug: ##f8 yonghio
B, M 1M gin zul, gin wén, jid wén
P [0 R shén win, fi gud shi

s

T

Ildl-:hnped plump: E#lf fengmin
: gured women are sexy.

i A MBLE SRV,

de nilrén dou bi jido ring gin.

Love and Sex

big: X dd :
hard: il ying

soft: 48 rudn

sexual impotence, impotent: F3 ydng wéi

fail to lift it up: BAH g7 bi ldi (the slang term for
“impotence” in Chinese)

foreplay: 428 gidn xi
make love: $i %8 zud di
love-making positions: {8 88 zud i zi shi
I am tired. Would you please get on top?
BT RTE EmtFng 2
Wa léi le, ni zai shang midn hio ma?
Is it all in?
AbilE 22 TRG?
Ddu jin qu le ma?
Have you reached the spot?
Bk TG?
Ding ddo téu le ma?
faster: R &L kudi didnr
softer: $2xi L. ging didnr e
climax, ecstasy: Bl glochde
come at the same time: &1 BI3% A5
did giochdo

premature ejaculation: .,_,.'_:. o



OUS CHIMNESE

BT

‘T 21 le (This slang word often
15 involuntary ejaculation.)
N jingye
iR xing lEngdin
lgence in sex: i i fing shi guo du
4l shiu zhi
ye use your fingers first?

g7
'& ,ﬂﬂund,quf:dhainmn?

| — PR PE2R ydng jil,

nllljrpnwuful' Itlooks like you have

FRILT #5100
¢ chi le chiin yio si de.

: . -job: Fif , F4F shou i, shiu

f' _'.qni kdu yin, kdu jido

M #h chiin ydo (lit.,“Spring Medicine”)

Love and Sex

hot and horny: %% 0 sé mi mi de

sex life, love life: #E4: 75, BiNETS .t!ngshlughﬂ
di ging shinghud

extramarital affairs, extramarital love: 515
kiin wai lidn

sadist, sadism: 8% IF miié ddi kudng

masochist, masochism: 81T shou niié kudng

In colloquial Mandarin Chinese (both in Taiwan and majn-
land China), the erect penis is sometimes deseribed as “at twelve
o'clock” {+Z 4% skiér din) (as the hands of a clock are when  ©
they are pointing up straight at 12:00), while the flaccid F:rh H.

referred o as “half past six” (A G% ik difin bin). s

4. Birth Control

China is the most populous country in the worl
with a population of over 1.2 billion. F
is the country’s state policy. Each couple i.lillm'ull
have only one child, although some couples in thl
countryside may have two. So mnn:oeptimh =
practiced, especially by couples who lltﬂ!f
children.
Usually after giving b‘h‘ﬂ'ltﬂl chilld, won
encouraged to have an IUD in d or to
ized. For those without eith Ds o
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% : 2 | T
i mmmsupm T4 ] i Th!cmhlvtfmﬁﬂ!d‘ﬁ‘w hen k
T ﬁ'ﬂﬂl’“"“ regul:rljr, mostly hl-!'i]:: up, they usually say \ J-
mloyees at the company’s expense, | g;ﬂ'f;:* up.
:nnﬁhh at l::llj?lli;'lm:fn :j‘:ifa}'nd W mién chuf le. (chuf = to blow)
R B comeofthe s e 1010 | 1t e o ke ik ko
1 im or her.
 the different sizes of coins for help. | RiekoosERT.
if _r. want 8 H-E sized condom, thg}l‘ rotate a | Wil bd 13 gdi ding le.

m.lh:uzenfa LS. quarter) on the

tlesperson would get the hint. For a
€ & two-fen coin (approx. the size of a




US CHINESE ————— Chapter 4 :
EXPLETIVES UNDELETED

1. Cao

If you go to China and mingle with young Chi-
nese, you will often hear them spicing their sentences ;
with “fuck” (# cdo) here and there. Cio is used the -
same way as “fuck” in English. When it is used as an
intransitive verb, it is just the speaker’s pet phrase.
But this way of speech often gets them in trouble,
because cio is an offensive word. So if you are a man,
don’t say it when women are around. If a man uses
edo in his language to a woman, she would, more
often than not, respond:

Keep your mouth clean.
o BT i s L
Zul fang gianfing difinr.

Have you brushed your teeth (rinsed jn:lur
with lavatory water?

#r ﬁTElﬁﬂﬂfﬂﬂ*ﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂ
NI shi bushiydugﬂéﬂnddﬂdmfﬂ

kdn)?

i ]ultl:ll:ninEngﬂm.lht
'-.:'.-.-;‘Hwn-l et
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I

it
1

salls! (Shit! or Bullshit')

sour mather’s pussy.
ol

are only used when people get
1§ men hurl these curse words at each
y he quarrel escalates into a brawl.

f, or Damn it” [FAER (1)) zhén
ﬂ- “fuck” (#& cdo ) in
It can be used either
on or a thing. In

Expletives Undeleted —

s tiful, yOu can say:
"Oh, what a damn beauty!” (“She’s really damn

beaubiful!™)
R EXhy:- £
Jhén 14 ma (de) .l'-"”'“'l"m.-’ﬁ-l

to show admiration for her beauty. Or if you see a real :
muscle man, you ool say:

"What a damn great build he has!” (“He gota
damn good build!”)

LB Y (1Y )8!
Zhén 14 mi (de) zhudng!

to indicate admiration and jealousy.

When you want to comment on a sports team that
has lost a match badly, you could say:

“What a damned loss!”
i T A 3 1Y 0 1
Shid de zhén 18 ma (de) cin!

When you happen upon an ugly person, you

could say: i
“What a damned ugly face!” . o
PO A% () 1 ¢ F
Zhién 18 mi (de) chul

to show the iu:mﬂndyu'lr
mi (de) can be used before anythir
points, however, should be notec
(1) Don’t use it to complim

hat is just by your s

e L .-
e,

W

L

s



5 CHINESE

g it on people with whom you are not

; ;

n always use it with your good friends.
e 1 mil de can be used independently in
he same way as the phrase “damn it” in_

_ In this case zh#n rather than de can be omitted.
ple, if the hard drive gets screwed up when
‘working on your computer, you could say:

k.. situations in which zhén 12 ma (de) is used:
you come across something that is really

and makes you very sick, you could say:
(L

8 mit (de) & xin! (# xin: sick, disgusting)

T upon a book that is very |

idely written, you could say:
"

de) co! (cao: rough, crude)
h ar something that sounds or
1at you can't believe your

r T

Expletives Undeleted

When you encounter a situation which is
urgent, risky, or dangerous, you could say:
LA () B ¢ '
Zhén t& ma ydo ming! (yio ming literally means
“want one’s life”. Here it can be interpreted as
“life-threatening”.)

When someone else takes credit that you deserve
and you feel cheated, you could say:
Ut B R R
Zhén 13 ma b yao lidin! (i ydo lidn: throw away
one’s face; shameless)

Naote: When you are not sure whether ar not to use

this phrase in a certain situa tion, don’t take the risk.
You might embarrass yourself.

3. Jiba

Like other languages, Chinese contains a huge
number of dirty words related to private parts. Hu-
mans are really imaginative. They give private part
S0-many names you'll never figure out the e: act
number. The usage of these names is so exible
varied, it seems they could almost be . 1 anyn
in the language — in a sentence, b forea
lems! If the words are taken out

" i o

i ;.-. |!.' ﬂ H- ..... “-:::- '-.-
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5 CHINESE

In colloquial Chinese, jiba is often used before a
English. There is a well-known word to describe something really bad that has hap-

ﬂuwwﬂﬂ ﬁrél;};?$iﬂne > pened or someone who you think is mean.

man GXME A | zhé jiba rén)

For example,

That's really shitty!

realls ‘ﬁﬂin{l!E! . zhén jiba shou) K .=
uall of jiba bones (R i 3k . jin jiba gi tou) Zhén jiba shil ::
jthout jiba flesh. (L ME A | méi jiba rou) That jerk! X
e is a fad for this way of speaking. Some 1A | : ‘
to talk this way, just to show their casual- Zhé jiba rén! ;!

T - noe.

mn‘-d more intellectuals, especially of " —
. are starting to take a fancy to There are a lot of niddles about jiha in l.'_'l'llnﬂ.l-]ug i

of street language because they want to be just for fun: : "

. What is a tree whase bark is peeled uplldl '
. pear dangling on each side? T AL

— R ENE  —il— TR 1
Y k2 shii dida b pi, wi biltn wi g L. ‘;-

mdh:tnnmkmws why. When
p is talking nonsense, you can say !
or “pulling genitals”. (it # & i e
en people are impervious to reason,
ibled up, you could say that talk- oy 2
on or sorting out that thing is as hard 4. Niu bi
ber of pubic hairs surrounding a =
fba mdo.) When you find some- “Ox vagina” (4£ X nai bi™) is often used by &
rd to put back in order, you Chinﬂe.nldandyuung,mmmﬂm _
that snmebud]rish]nwingﬂuh'm "
\ese chives, i.e., it is a talking his head off, often with an ir .

-RH

&8

disdain and
q:-hﬂfuling.hr :, wh

e
Mo -k

. 4 ..._,
|- — Iy



RAGEOUS CHINESE

A mglhlng that you think is exag-
el say:

J XX T ! (His or her ox vagina has
ome so big!)
thong hong! ¢ HLHE | (His or her ox vagina
.. H"'Fx ! (Blow the ox vaginal)
! B2k | (Blow the ox!)
 hear someone talking about something in
n phraseology, for which you have a strong
TR _ - .'-r'
wing the ox vagina so hard. Isn't he
THE 4 X WCRE (3 T !
€ bil pi bi niti bi chuf po (zhi) le!
kions, zhén misi b (JL2EX ) or niii bi
*xpress admiration for some-
somebody.
nd. He wins at every

o C

Expletives Undeleted

5. Taking an oath

The most widely and commonly used oath
the 1980s was y

I guarantee or swear in the name of Chairman
Mao.

[] & £ I (R IE,
Atdng mdo zhiixi biozhéng.
Chairman Mao Zedong was regarded as a person
who always meant what he said and what he said
was always deemed correct. After Chairman Mao
died in 1976, people gradually discontinued the |
usage. They began to use other swear words like: 1
| swear.
REW,
W fashi.

I swear to the sky.
WX LW,
Wi dui tidan fAshi,

IF T go back on my word, I'll die a lousy ¢
Ay BTt , 19 4F 5E, e
Rl wdu fin hut, bi dé hio si,

If I go back on my word, Fll be
heaven and destroyed by eartt
AT, KifM Sl
R you fin hu, titn zhd di

-
rI

S




. OUTRAGEOUS CHINESE

g lovers often pledge their love to each other by

e -

may run dry and the rocks may crumbile,
st our hearts will always remain loyal,

M H AL,
Hii ka shi lin bi bign xin.

ail conversation, le also use the following
4 to emphasize the truthfulness of something.

I said is entirely true. If [ lied, may | turn into

dﬁm SRR,
| shud de qudn shi zhén de, piin ni shi xido gou!

—

r

ed to you, | will not be a human being,
i bid shi rén.

'_'__nj-
be turned into a turtle egg!

(This is a strong oath.)

5 a cuckold in Chinese
Just imagine how bacd

A turtle will be!)

Expletives Undeleted

educational level of Beijingers is China’s hi
They act nicer to each other than people in other parts
of the country. Even when they are in a quarrel,
seldom use strong violent words; instead, they resort
to indirect put-downs or insinuations to embarrass
each other or cause each other to be laughed at. But
still there are some young people who really fight.
Beijing is an over-populated city. Transportation is
not easy. Buses are, more often than not, crowded.
Getting on a bus is an ordeal. Only when the
are literally packed like sardines does the bus begin to
move. This gets even worse in summertime when
people are scantily dressed and the weather is very
hot. Inside the bus the air is a mixture of sweat, per-
fume, body odor, gas... The passengers are like pot |
stickers being fried. Under this circumstance it is next
to impossible for people to be in good humor. [t is -
especially bad at rush hour. When you want to geta
seat on the bus, you have to elbow your way in really
hard. MNeedless to say, body contact is umvm 9
Quarrels often break out. 2

The following is a conversation between two fi '. -
trated and angry commuters. . o

A: "What are you pushing with your snoi
you born in the year of the pig?”
T 206! 1030 a8

3 o f'._:._. 5
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" conversation usually happens
ﬂn whm they bump into each other
e bus:

.f our uncle! You are blind in your dog

Fﬂliiﬁﬁ?
3 ye! Xid le gdu yin shi bii shi?
¢ that scar of your mother's! Who are you

! i 7
bt zil NT mi shui?
¢ my words: | am cursing you!”
S ERR |
chu le, md nl ne!
g me? I'll punch you, you son-of-a-

R-LE

B H
.-:_.1. keep you company.”

p and do it.”

:ﬂ'aﬂbﬂ

EAPFICEIVCS LIMUCICICW

7. Talking nonsense

When you hear somebody talking nonsense, there
are many ways to show your feeling of disdain.

o T S e

(1) Fart! (R ! fiang pi)

“Fart” (IL[iE fang pi) is used in two ways. It indicates
either passing gas or someone’s nonsensical talking.
When youl smell sm‘nething welind, you may ask,

"An}rh{]rjy fart?™”
HEME T 7

Shui fang pi le?

When you want to make a confession, you could say,
“I farted.” -
FIT —TRE.

Wwa fnirrg le yi S’.E‘ pi.

You may also say ,
“He laid a stinking fart.”

T —-~ SLIE,
Ta fing le yi gé chou pi. L
or '

L

“1 farted just now. Butdnntpanlc.ﬂ.ﬁﬂl -. £
goes, fart with a sound is odorless; soundless fz
stinks."”
R TR, ERRE, RE T e
W fing le pumnu hing.

R



el
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&d to indicate “nonsense”, fing pi is (4) Ché dan or Ché jiba din
with strong emotions. Both curse

be insertéd in between (o To describe what someons SaYys as sheer NONSEnse,
o k';:l’h you can use either “pulling balls” or “pulling geni-
# i tals” (§il t or HEISEL M ché dan or ché jiba ddn). For

example,

He said that the rooster could lay eggs. That is
simply playing the fiddle inside his pants, i.e.,
pulling genitals!

. de pit i Emul LI FH, MARWARENST -
5 . fil 26 [ i !
g fart! (Talk stinking nonsense!) Tia shud gangi kéyl xui din. Na jilinzhi shi kiddng I 18

figin = ché jiva dan! '
E

(5) “Unreasonable talk” or “bullshit” ( 12 ik tﬂli_l'

zhi kin)
!

8 800 il
J good as farting! . 8. Disgusting!

-

i fiing pil Diéxing (1817 ) is very widely used in i
o Chinese. When it is used as an adjective, it means

s (Wi, or )18\ 00 ! “disgusting” or “shameful”. For example,
. That guy is really disgusting!
DB~ &tk AT !
e Néige jiahuo zhén dé xing!
: s en uses or 5

A: “Sorry, | farted.”

AR M
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sed as a noun, for the most part it means
'hr.l qln.'lll:le's_. such as a disgusting
ling personality.

* a look at }'nurdisgusting personality.

n you be a manager?

;* 1ﬂ§&ﬂ.
18 déxing, hdi xidng ding jingli.

ll.lh a fortune just on the strength
o nature of your company?

{7, b8 A,

psi de déxing, hii xiding fcdi.

= B -

Chapter 5
FoobD AND DRINK

1. Animal penises and kidneys

For thousands of years the Chinese have used
animal penises to cure sexual dysfunction and im-
prove virility. They strongly believe that each animal
organ is good for the corresponding part of the hu-
man body. For instance, people with chronic gastric
disorders are advised to eat animal innards on a
frequent basis; sexually weak men should eat animal
kidneys and penises,

Conventionally, most Chinese regarded sex only
as a way to carry on the family line, as they were
raised in a puritanical environment; they didn’t know
and had no way to know how to enjoy sexual [h-"
sure. In present-day China, as more and more p
are exposed to Western ideas, they’ve begun to give ,T"
heed to the quality of their sex life. Men in particular
are simply obsessed with their virility, and ﬂﬁ_ﬁ
responsible for the short supply of varied wine =__
out of animal penises in the Chinese drug ste

Dishes made with animal penises are '
many parts of China, -ntering to the sex-
community. Of all the animal penises, the
mmtpnpuhnnduliutn come by.
l"|=l:lh Pronouncec

r L

gy -_-,
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1o tr dishes in China. In many
1 nﬂiﬂmnnﬁ dishes prepared
DT mtl.'l in many different styles.
suld b “ [quﬂq!ﬂ;mu bifin i35 CFHN ),
Yehdo n m ﬁﬂ:.] stewed in brown sauce
S wisl bidm ST 4848 ), etc. But as long as you
;"" y ‘a -, “ox penis” in Chinese, the servers
W ex. what you want. They will show
iffere “Fufm:ﬂ:ing it. Don't feel bashful if
““[ m or laugh, because it means nothing
r restaurants you are allowed o create
ﬂj&dpmu dishes. Don't be shy to ask. If
qi.j' food, just go ahead and ask for an
d with chili pepper (nii biin chdo I3 jifo
3 m tastes scrumptious and makes
' puhu, different styles of dishes
n are also available in most
5. “Kidney” (EEF ) is pronounced
80 an animal organ; it is called
n human beings. Don’t confuse

e .--J

¥y "r'i"_-!:i-

RLPEd alFTR] LFAEETNR

find it very easy to answer. Actually, there are a lof ¢
animals Chinese don’t eat. For example, Chinese P
don’t eat wolves, because wolves eat human beings.
So eating wolf meat is no different from eating human™
flesh. Chinese never eat small goldfish; when the fish
die, they just throw them away: Chinese don’t eat
mosquitoes or flies, because they are germ-carriers. i

If you go to China, however, you will find that
restaurants serve a lot of dishes you might have heard
of but have never seen before. Snakes, reptiles, dogs,
silkworms, and silk cocoons are cooked in different
styles and served everywhere. Among these, snakes
are the most popular.

In front of many restaurants live snakes are dis-
played in cages. Just go in and tell the server you
want to order a snake dish, and he will take you to
the cage and ask you which snake you'd like. After
you make the decision, the server will take the snaki
out, put it on the scales to see how much it weighs e
(because it is sold by the pound), and kill it eithe
front of you or in the kitchen, which is up to you. |
most cases the snake will be cooked in three styles:
snake skin (% [ , shé pi) sautéed with chili pepg
snake meat (828 , shé rou) brewed in brown sa
and snake bone soup (§£i%, shé tdng). S
ordered a live snake, you don’t have
thing else. :

What may mrprlu }'ml il i 0




e m Don’t stand on ceremony!
L. HET!

. Bi kéqi!

ﬂ kéqi

Z ',-_-' ﬂpn:l liquor. I only drink beer.
i LR,
i, zhi hé pijii.

nker. (He can drink a lot)

beverages. Only soft drinks.

B

Well known beers in China:

Well known liquors in China:

I am full. {1 am all set.)
ez T,
W3 chi bdo le.

Qingdao Beer: W %MW # qingddo pijifd
(Also spelled Tsing Tao)

Wuxing Beer: L EM' wiixing pijii
(wnixing means five stars.)

Beijing Beer: JEIAMHY  béijing pijii

Yanjing Beer: B TTMUY yanjing pijid

Zhujiang Beer: B{TW'i zhdjidng pijid

Mo Tdi ¥ &

Fén Jini #Hi

Wii Lidng Yé TR

Jidn Nen Chiin: R ¥E

Déng Jii T

Lii Zhéu Lio Jido P E S

Jin Jiding Bdi Ldn Di 435 2%
(gold medal brandy)

Zhii Yé Qing 170
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_.,'-'- in picking some wild flowers, you
nicely and have a chat. But you really
Lhnywud flowers are poisonous!

: by the police, you will face
ﬁmn a exorbitant fine to imprison-

_ illlnml:l check in at a hotel in China
¢ in cities in south China), the receptionist
ou with a smile,

gather is cold. Do you need an additional
night?”
B St 0
1"“': uninshing xiydo fid riizi ma?
lhﬂwl}r painted and strongly
‘lﬂi knock at your door at night.
en traveling alone often get
we calls, sometimes in the wee
of them are sex invita-
; SLLLLY: Hl'l]lrll.'ﬂ'lg distance calls,
| this situation is to take the

Crime

painted woman: B2 yanzhi nii

lady of the evening: TR yé dit nidng

bitch: 8-~ bidozi

chick, whore: 1 ji

commercial girl, prostitute: §§ 4 shing ni

male hustler: B ndn ji

john: BEH pido ka

go-between, pimp: [E#, ERE yin méi, pi tido ké

madam: ¥ i} , 5 biomi, lobdo

brothel: ¥£B% ji yudn

green bowers, brothel: # 4 ging ldu

chicken-nest, cat-house: W8 ji wd

white-house, brothel: 51 Ii}F bii fiing zi

red light district: JEATI4E L ETATE  A9EHF hua
J1€ Wik xidng, hdngdéng qi, win hud JiE

prostitution, whoring: 3Ei§ mdi yin

B0 into prostitution: il cdng ching

go whoring: ¥ pido

girl selling spring (youth): £ & i ch

girl selling smiles: $4% 4 mirﬂ ' :

selling spring (youth): SL4F mai ch -

sell smiles: &5 '-"-'lﬁl'ﬁ i

o
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have always been severely dealt
e government. Rapists are, more
to capital punishment instead
ament. This contributes to the decrease
after year.
r ]'lll* have}riren sentenced by a court in
e co is required to put up posters wher-
m to be posted, making the crimi-
ir atrocities known to the public. Usually
des a very detailed account of the
iackground, how he committed the crime,
ild be sentenced that way, etc. Peaple are
eading this kind of poster because they
1 the crimes.

 list of words relating to sex of-
'S
Itk .lhl;'ﬂmm‘

XT3 qidngjitn, fidnmon

lﬂl-'ﬂlllhlllﬂ.ﬂ'

Crime

In China rapists are usually sentenced to death. !
TEP 5 |, 5 0T 90 500 7% 9 FE T, 1

Zai zhinggud, qidngjian fan téngchdng béi pan si 1
xing. .

sexually assault, take liberties with: 3255 wéixid

He was sentenced to life imprisonment for
sexual assault.

(R 35 . ke o i o A

Ta yin wéixié finii ér béi pin zhing shén jidnjin.
philander, dally with (women): i3 (194 ) wdn

nong ( frinii)

ravish, rape, deflower: 558 , Bl , 5 8 qidng bdo,

ziota, shi bdo
She was deflowered at the age of 14.

U B R T
Ta shi si sui néi nidn béi zlota le.

sodomy: WEF jijidn
sodomite: WETI0 jijian fin
seduce: iKET you jin
fornication: i iF tdng jidn
sexual harassment: $£5E 4 xhgm e

He has been sexually l'llruﬁu

1 — A Fe .
Ta yi zhi dui Hﬁ.rhg

;,., It

e et |..|__
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.r

ihy in any form is outlawed everywhere
e Is no way to get an X-rated video tape
market, so a lot of deals are made under
dirty tapes keep coming into China
anitries through illegal channels and are
and viewed among a myriad of Chinese,
and old, and men and women. Some of
sple make erotic movies themselves,
rimitive photographic equipment. Of
e nmght, they will be jailed.
Hgmaﬂ:et for pornographic tapes
lixidng). Hiiangsé literally means
means obscene or porno-
-hinese, the equivalent of “blue” in

t all the adult videos available in the
0 available in China and the only
h China are of inferior quality,

1 from duplicates of dupli-

ﬂ"ﬂ’lll So people in China
& mmrim*' {%H' mdo

'.  “hairy”. Here it means

oL I:- ? mrum‘
jiu:lu" but to
SEIOY Wakching

Tl == .

Crime. ﬂ‘1

4. Bribery

Cficial corruption has been rampant throughout
Chinese history. In present-day China, corruption is
so far and wide that even the corrupt Chinese govern-
ment can't bear it. The government has taken a lot of
tough steps, including capital punishment, to curb its
spread.

It is well known that Chinese corruption is beyond
cure. Nobody can stop it. In China today, to get what
you want, you must give first. No bribery, no gain.

It seems that bribery is a must to get anything
done. To get a bank loan, a promotion in a company,
even permission for marriage, you've got to make a
bribe first. a

There are many ways to bribe someone. Because
making and accepting bribes are both illegal in China,
people are very careful. The following is a true M;
about the process of bribing an official to get the n
to mass-produce a pm-duct ;

Prior to its 45th anniversary, a big bank in Chi
decided to give each of its employees a ﬁugﬁ&.
there were more than 200,000 employees, :
won the contract to produce the gift Hﬂlﬂﬂ
fortune. Hearing the news, swarms of ind
business people scrambled for the p produc
First they used thﬂrmmm side ¢
find out who was 1 the persc :

L2
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? mine had been operating a commercial

-Ilﬂrﬂn He also wanted to make a
discussed many ways to

colleagues
wer companies by buyin the project
ff. Through Hulrcgmem}qnﬁsm the bank,
| out that the director’s birthday was com-
was made.
4 a doll with thirty thousand yuan
ately U.S. $3,800) and presented the doll to
it director in person. They told him it was a
resent and instructed him to be sure that he
d and used it.
1y they gave the director 2 call and
L ml']mgiﬁ. He said it was great.
yanother appointment with him right
'EIM was made and they pro-
reviously, making and taking
hll" Flu]:lli should be very tactful
thing is that you must
H‘ﬂlﬂ feel he deserves it, is
,*- trouble.
embezzlement: 7175t

ik
S "

ling public funds.

offer (make) a bribe, resort to bribery: {7l xing

hui

buy over: i 3, Il shdu mdi, mii tong

very demanding, insatiably greedy: HOodx,
AR wéikdu hén da, tan xin bi zd (et
literally means “appetite”.)
It is hard to buy him off. He is insatiably de-
manding.

PILifefEs . RO XX,
Xidng mdi téng td bi réngyi. T3 wéikdu b dd.
illicit money: WERC zdng kudn
stolen goods, bribes: REY) zdng wid
share the booty, share the bribes: 5+ B fén zing
spend money: {E8& hud gidn (spending money
implies “to bribe”.)
In China today nothing can be done without
spending money (resorting to bn'baqu.
AP E R R IERD T RE,

Ditng jin de zhonggud da I, bi hull gidn bin bl .

chén g shi.

| The deal is off

1



are many pickpockets in tou rist

sublic places in big cities like Beijing,

. Tianjin and Guangzhou. Foreigners look
srent from the Chinese and are always tar-

¢ pickpockets. When you have to take an

wund train or bus don’t put your wallet in the
ket of your trousers. Be alert because pick-
mes come in groups and they have

ays to distract you before they make their
rays place your valuables wherever you

ou have had your pocket picked, you

Crime

The train or bus attendant might be able to help
you. The bus driver may drive all the passengers
directly to a police station. The policemen will do
what they can to find out who the thief is.

If you happen to catch a pickpocket, it is best o ,
stay quiet for the sake of your safety. You don’t know
if the thief is alone or has company, so be careful.

When you travel in China, keep this in mind, “don’t d
trouble troubles until troubles trouble you.” |

The most common ways to say “thief” in Chinese:
pickpocket: Avfif . 9\F xidotou, pdshdu
thief: GikE , BE qié zéi, zéi
three hands: = H 5 sin zhi shiu

6. Narcotics

In the 19th century, many Chinese became ad- :
dicted to opium imported by Britain. They became so
dependent on the drug they couldn’t do anything
else. Today, as in other countries, drug use is out- ol .
lawed in China and the government spares no effort
to fight drug trafficking. o
However, it seems that crime can always find
way anywhere. Drug traffickers can always | ma
to smuggle all kinds of ngrcotics into China
numbaﬁl‘ druguurnthul is gradually on
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m (Dibidn can also be used

.. *h means “feces”.)

" m:mﬂwmn also be

which means “urine”.)

) Ei 18 shi (1 shi literally means “pull

0% 1 ) diarrhea: it #§ 1 xf
butt: LR cd pigu
_ toilet: H’ﬂ: . FF!E L'hﬁﬂg' E}tui:_

1_,‘.-- way to say “1 want to use the

nnot hold it
i bie b zhi e

Toilets 8

The smell is s0 foul, | can’t open my eyes!

BB TRAE A A TR,

Sda (chiw) de rang rén zhén bit kii yinjing.
When kids want to tell their mom they want to def-
ecate or urinate, they usually say,

“l want to poop.

REHEER,

W ydo a8 bd ba.

[ want to pee.
RERR.
Wi ydo nido nido.

You may say to your child,

“Don’t forget to wipe your butt after relieving
yourself.”

MEXLEAELRTRER,
Jié xodint dd bidn héu bii yio wing le o pigu.

“Wiping your ass”

“Wipe ass” (#EFER mﬂgﬂ]mmmwm :I
literal act after relieving yourself; the other, to finish somethi
left over by some sloppy person. Example: A2
You have been an editor for a few decades. | ;i
me clean up after you? ot
RFTIL+EMRR T, ERRNHEMER,
Dh!ﬂnl:_ﬂ’lh’ﬂﬂﬂdt“lﬂh”ﬁ Jd géfi nl ¢




ACEOUS CHINESE ——

tanical country, at least on the

I'lltﬂl:lr:mmpt‘ﬂ about sex. A
¢ and traditional education make it

wwers to make love. These sup-
are just like a pressure cooker.
'I'pl.dlﬁ enough, it will explode. Bul
l{:umare many channels to relieve
Cheuf the most commaonly seen ways
l# answering the call of nature,
, 50 sex is indispensable; to

: H ﬁﬂd relieve themselves, so eating
Ny i n also cause pleasure. So when sexu-
ssed young people are relieving them-

. ]h-n simply associate sexual urges
of nature by drawing cartoon-style
ate parts, vivid sex scenes, or writing

. If you go to China, chances are you will
alls in all kinds of restrooms.

or WFT 35 césud wénxué, was
deing University in the ‘80s
dirty graffiti on the desks, in toilets,

*' M university administration
uldn’t think of any way to stop
all the doors re-white-

g goes, “the wild fire

letely, which

Toilets

think hard for ways to stop the obscenity. An idea !
finally hit them. They had all the white-painted walls
and doors and desks painted black! q
China is undergoing an economic reform and h _

importing all kinds of things from western couniries.
Maybe they should also import western ways to stop
the spread of toilet literature. In some US. universi-
ties, the administration places chalk boards on each
door of the bathroom. Students can use chalk to write
or draw whatever is on their minds. This is much

easier to wipe out. If this is adopted by Chinese uni-
versities, they can save a lot of money by not repaini=
ing. But whether the Chinese students like their 1
works to be wiped out so easily, | am not sure!

- I =
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Chapter 8
JUDGING PEOPLE

1. Dumb as a wooden chicken

The Chinese always think of themselves as the
best. As a result, they are in the habit of looking down
upon each other. When a Chinese person is alone, he
or she is very hard to defeat; but when many Chinese
get together for a task, they uswally fall apart before it
is completed. They all think differently, regard them-
selves as VIPs, and go in different directions.

This national characteristic might account for the
large number of put-downs in the language. When
they put down somebody or something, they think
words like “foolish or stupid” are not enough; they
often follow those words with female or male geni- .
tals. They often use “stupid cunt” ({8 X shd bi) to curse
a female and “stupid dick” ({8¥ X shd jiba) to cursea
male. Moreover, they often use “stupid cunt” and

“stupid dick” interchangeably, i.e., they use “stupid
dick” for a woman and “stupid cunt” for aman.

Mcwsurnepenpkprefers.ubﬁf[“ﬂ}
En?ﬂd :;Il;reuffmsiwmndufﬂu NG

Actually they have the same meaning, as |
romanization of bf is made up of b (pronouncy
pinyin} and . ’

o a.-r.. Ml



OUS CHINESE

ere are a lot of other words or phrases
.. .. . : .Mm Please see the

n: — A T ér b wil (literally means

i - ﬁ}

B2 i chiin (used on both formal
vheaded, dull-witted: A mil (literally

1 ... wood or tree. Informal, often used by

e, dull: R dai or Jsk Rl dai tou dai
oquial, used in most places in China)

?. muddle-headed: {83 {1 shi tdu

nk: B chi diin

ded, dementia: fii%: chi dai

dull: % bén (colloquial)

' RERE dii rud mi ji
uareso siow?

-

like you learn to drive?

B

Judging Feople o

person of low intelligence: 8538 rud zhi
stupid product: B4 chiin hud
fool: (8 shizi

weak-minded person, a fool: [ & ddu (the
infant name of Liu Shan, last emperor of Shu
Han (221-263), known for his want of abiliry
and weakness of character)

fool, a silly person: {8 shd mdo (which has been

used in Beijing for many years and is still
being used.)

If you are a white person, you are called either bdi rén (A ),
ar bdi zhdng rén (E1#8.A ) in Chinese. There is no difference
between the two. If you are a bfick persen, you are almost
| always called bt rén (BLA ), and seldomly called b zhing ré

H#A-Hm.mumwmmmm -

ﬁﬂh;;m{lHA}-me;mftALnﬂr
And if you are of mixed in vud &

D

| _Other nicknames for white people

(6 BT ching bisi). A
devils” (WA hi

B of _mEr—_

'
i
3L

HHE |
- |
oo |
- nh'_!“"' TR B

gulei, “big

nose” (MF db bish), “long

- i b
T

"L
e
s
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hinese are skinny (#ll shiu), partly because
tary factors, partly because of their diet.

sh there are plenty of skinny people in China,

{s not deemed something commendabile.

anguage abounds with derogatory

- thin people, and a skinny person
 compared to a monkey or ghost. For example,
often use phrases like

] -w:luhed like a stick: Fy®ANEE oiF shou
?; anes: — B 3k i bi giitou

d up in skin, only skin and bone:
F’FWFW

X, drain pipe: BT JL md ginr

ut: | dduyd cii (often used to

thin person)

hen a current of wind blows:

#., yi chud jisi dito

TR R shou de xiing gui
ilh:hlu

NG . ey e

for being fat, and fat is often associated with pigs and
sometimes with laziness. For example,

a whole body of flesh: — B yi shén riu :

a whole body of fat: — 5B yi shén bilo (bido is
used to describe an plump and sturdy animal,
s0 when it is used on a human, it is deroga-
tory.)

as fat as a pig: R QIEEN ping de xidng zhd si

|'ll:
as fat as a pig, big-bellied: R {¥ dd fii pidnpidn
fat: It féi (féi is usually used to refer to animals;
50 when used on a man, it is derogatory.)
When you want to say in Chinese “someone is fat™

and don't want to offend him or her, you should say
td hén pang (L8 B ) rather than td hén fé& ({E4EAE ) .
The Chinese are in the habit of putting down
others to elevate themselves. They put down skinny
and fat people to show they themselves are just
shaped right — neither fat nor skinny. 4

a L

Wearing a green hat

To “Wear a green hat” (BT i 1
whose wife is having an extramarital affair, It is sai

| HHHln-:lrn-l)r,H:ll.lw

hhshwﬂln.lmnhﬂ_h



TRAGEOUS CHINESE ————————

soorer, the more glorious.” People in China
] ve of being poor (#5 gidng).

lic of China was founded,

fit) was something to be ashamed of.

of their wealth, were demon-

i:wdtiﬂt-ed in the streets and made to
jer-shaped hats. Only in the 1980s did

hhﬂku‘ptﬂ those who had money and

_llﬂ:e money. Poverty became the last

d of. Now their perspective on money

mged. The poor are looked down upon

| are . People are simply

or money. They all try to “catch up with

" Nobody wants to be left behind.

mic reform has produced many rich

na, res z in some new terms to

> -' 'Hﬁmﬂ“l'j’“ (K8 da kudin, or

dfather of money” (83 kuin

non ways of referring to the rich

fit wéng), “man with
in rén) and “rich and powerful

B

with terms and
vhich are mostly

]IJ-IZI.EIHE Flﬁplt

pauper, poor wretch: 7 ¥CH qidng guing din

pauper: 51§ T gidng bdng zi

so poor that he cannot even afford a stick to beat
the drum but has to use his penis for the job:
SIPBEITE qidng de jiba di g

s0 poor that he (she) doesn’t have enough trousers
to cover himself or herself: STl HRF =

gidng de méiydu kizi chufin
poor and pedantic: 538§ gidng sudn
broke, lack of money: §8§% qué# gidn

so poor that he has only coins (no paper money)
clicking (clattering) in his pocket: $77§0T 2484
gidng de ding dang xidng (ding ding means a
click or clatter.)

Cream or Cream Cakes

"Cream™ (§51 néiydu) or “cream cake” (FiREE
ddngia) is often used colloquially to describe a
handsome with ladylike features. His complexdon i
creamy and he may not have a cons beard ¢
Many young wamen in Ehhuhugi:mmuhm his By
The connotation is derogatory. Rl ¢

Hmlnfthemileﬂlun:unmrli!-mq oo I
o] ey R 40 B A B - R TR A, |
gl de didmying mingng

or f :
o ey 8 45 L K BT,




sen upon many situations when you
- or comment upon some-

s prone to jealousy. When Chinese want to
sbody is jealous, they often say he likes “eat-
gar” (WERY chi ci).

RAERE b EE BN

f gén xillo wing shud hua, 13 liopo ai chi ci.

ire are many other ways to show jealousy or
jout jealousy in Chinese. The following words

jealousy: 4P, PR ji du, dil ji
ied with envy: $2K B di hud zhiing shio
 her boy friend fall in love with another

 she feels consumed with jealousy.
Tz A, o kb s,
mgydu di shang le bié de nil
shio,

F '!'... ur' ST Eﬁfﬁﬁﬂﬂn

vife looks ugly. This is

i;, talk to Xiao Wang. His wife may get jealous.

| Shooting the brecze

Judging People

Americans use “green eyes” for jealousy while
Chinese use “red eyes” or “red eye disease” (4118
hing yin or ELIRSG hdng ywin bing). For example,

Seeing that other people have made a fortune, he

feels very envious. l
TEHLA 20, AR T,
Kan dao bié ré fa cdi, 13 de yin héng le.
o — m —
- = — =y I . III I!
Do you know? e
-E18

Policemen are often called “dog” (T #%uzd). This lﬂ'lll a ‘i!
originally used by social misfits. Now some young people ud"i-tﬂ
to show dislike for policemen. :

Police stations or jails are nicknamed ju = (F ). You could
e

say,
He has been jailed three times.
{hifk T =1 M.
T jin le sdn of jid zi,

“Chap the big mountain® (B 1l
the same as the English phrase “she e
day he does ne
. '-1--|_|':|...

WTTY
!

e i ¥
g R



Chapter 9
FALLING ILL

1. Be careful about what you eat

The last thing you want when you travel in China
15 to get sick, because it would screw up your whole
vacation. But you never know when and how the ;
illness may intrude on your system, since you are '

exposed to an environment populated by germs
totally foreign to you,

(1) In some parts of China night soil (human
waste) (K 3% dd fén) is still being used to accelerate the
growth of vegetables. Never eat raw vegetables in
China.

(2) Don’t drink tap water before it is boiled, be=
cause it contains more bacteria than your immune
system can kill. e

(3) To keep insects away from fruit, more insecti-
cide than allowed is sprayed. You shouldn't eat fru it
such as apples, pears and dates without first remov- *

ing the skin. If you love fruit, you should make su
to peel it first. -

'

2. Going to the doctor




RN ST v e —

' on . In case you need

o ,:.,..urx:::f the information

L. If possible, bring a translator with

to get a shot, be sure to tell the nurse
» use disposable syringes (— £ {1 /it

ng shiyong zhiishé gi), and the nurse will let

w how to get them.

swing is a list of medical terms you should

¢l

ton cold: W ginmao
ver, run a temperature: % 4% fishio
M tou tong

REF A dilzi tong, fii tong

Ly,

RET

Faliing 1l e

F

menstrual pain: ££45 . 24K jing tong, ma

tong :
hemorrhoid: f§#E zhichudng :
chest pain: L2 xin jido tong -'
lumbago: B vido tong
ankle sprain: BCYWHIS hudi guinjié nig shing
tood poison: 8% shitg zhing dui
insomnia: kI shi midn
u'e:1;reiul disease: YER  TEMIRG xing bing, hud lid
ing
syphilis: 88 méidi (méidsi literally means plum
poison.)
gonorrhea: 45 linbing
herpes: 0 piozhén
AIDS: Bilf8 dizibing

= -




doctor said pnd then asked

e examinin; %ﬂ:nd. told her to take off her

o to hear that and asked the

: '_:-.= ts. The doctor said, * Since
¢« of cours l-,i-ﬁqnud a check-up. Don't

doctor examine you.” |

[ ;uljud I-.'Iru.t there must be
Al ﬁnnu[“dﬁutpain"in

t ches and !p_lq.lltnednctnr that

he doctor got ity What the |

F & T "i__{;ﬂm-  jiifia fong)

Hunng PibET oS 'E- “ .ﬂﬂj'_fhl'ﬂ |

|

Chapter 10
WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS

L)

“rmidinj;s and funerals are known as hdng bdi xi shi
SR . “Red” (£1 hdng) indicates weddings,
“white” (] bdi), funerals, and xf shi (.38 ), happy
occasions. The death of a friend or relative, especially
an old person, is of course a matter of grievance, but
according to some Chinese, death, viewed from
another perspective, is a blessing for the person be-
cause he or she has left this wicked world for a happy
afterlife. That's why [ put weddings and funerals
together in the same chapter.

1. Gift-giving at the wedding

If you are invited to attend a Chinese wedd

you should bring a gift along. The gift may be cash (or
a check) placed in a red envelope inserted in between
the wedding card, bed spread, blanket, pressure -
cooker, ete. But remember: don't buy a clockasa
wedding gift. “Clock” is pronounced hing (8) in
Chinese, which is homonymous with zhing ($£),,
meaning end or death. So * ting a clock"
sing zhéng) sounds like “attending upor

person” { i58E r-ﬂng:fkdngl .

In many places of China, ! present
(FE4 huashéng) to _.: se h
“many or prolific” .

""‘"'ﬂ.lﬂilu PEE dwe.

R
o

o et -



AGEDOUS CHINESE ———————

e MM happiness.”
‘1‘ m are often used when
l;i' to the newlyweds:

mlations! May you remain a devoted

fic age
SR EBENaLEE! ¢
[, efnexi! Yudn nimen bdi téu xié [io!

" fift is intended to show my wishes for

- - BRI AL 8.
il yidianr xinyi. Zhil nimen ydngyuin

Il give birth to precious children as

shing gui 21

LF3

Weddingg and Funerals

When you offer your condolences to the family 1

members and relatives of a dead person, you arg ‘:
advised to use the following sentences as references.

1. ... has left us. | feel very sorry. But a dead
cannot come back to life. So you shouldn’t grieve
too much.

OB T IRTRAEL, BARTREREE ., -0
M,

-« 2duile, wd hén ndngud. Din rén si le bi néng fil
shéng. NT yi ding ydo jié ai.

(When you offer condolences, try to use “has left”
(B IFT Ifkdile) or “has gone” (GE T zdule) instead

of the word “die” (FE si).

2. Don’t be too sad. You should do your best to

control yourself and take care of yourself.
BYH, ERREHES . REESHSE, :

Yao jié &i. Ydo finlidng kongzhi ziji, biozhong zifde

shénii,

A

No matter how you are going to say it, don't o
forget to use jié i (‘15 ¥ ). Jié & literally means “save

grief”. .

Ways to say “die” in Chinese:
to die: _FE. i”l.l&&d a.]mmt on Iu OCCAS
sacrifice one's life, give one’s life to:

W5} jiian git, xi shéng, xidn shén (use
somebody died for a cause or a




Weddings and Funerals

H Where, where o ey "
N P"-"":”' i, 1 ol - -
5 F'"""“ e ﬂ::g é‘m':]:; :;n A foreigner attended a Chinese wedding. He ﬂ#t?
P himself; béng. ™ bride and groom and said I‘uthehndevagpﬂl:itﬂr,
China, when an emperor really beautiful.” The groom said to him, *NEli, mli (HE

r_-j' '::nuldn"tuﬂ!ii', They must say the MEH, ) Nal literally means “where, where”. wr

sabane Je® (In China today, I}ECIPIE." | foreigner didn’t know “ndli, ndli” used here was a self-d 1
ne it comic effect.) | tory expression and meant “it is nothing”. He was very sur- . 08

r'i ¥ |
: prised by the groom's response, thinking that praising by !
;Hﬁl{usad on formal occasions) generalization was not enough for this mnmwlndu

kést qu le. should go on praising the bride more specifically. So he _L__.._-
. Eﬂ;ﬁi lfi‘:ﬂd;zfme:!ﬂlfsed very stiff Chinese, “Her hair, eyes, nose, ears, neck and b

are all beautiful.” This set all the people there llu;hin;
their sides burst.

d: B EHF jidn shingdi

HMﬂumH}r
;gnhf Used only for old
'old age at a good time and

), -
n

KT gi fdn kongfi






